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Youth from Six Ohio Cities Lead Community Change on 

Global Youth Service Day 

ServeOhio grants support six service projects that will mobilize over 1,200 volunteers in communities across Ohio. 

 

Columbus, OH – On April 15-17, more than 1,200 volunteers will participate in service projects organized for Global 
Youth Service Day, which will be supported by ServeOhio project grants. Established in 1988, Global Youth Service Day is 
the largest service event in the world, and the only day of service dedicated to children and youth.  Six youth volunteer 
projects will take place in six Ohio cities – Alliance, Coolville, Dayton, Fostoria, McArthur, and Sunbury. 

 

The grants, made possible through ServeOhio’s Stewards of Service corporate partners Honda of America Mfg., and AEP 
Ohio, range between $700 and $1,000 each. The recipients will organize the following service projects: 

 

 Regula Center for Public Service and Civic Engagement at the University of Mount Union, Alliance – Over 100 
local youth, Mount Union students, and community volunteers will come together on Global Youth Service Day 
to clean up local parks.  Volunteers will mulch, rake leaves, and clear fallen limbs at the parks, as well as build 
scorers tables for the baseball fields, and stain fences at the Alliance City Cemetery.   
 

 Coolville Elementary Parent Teacher Organization, Coolville – In the week leading up to Global Youth Service 
Day, over 200 students at Coolville elementary will participate in a variety of projects to improve the school’s 
community garden.  Students in all grades will assist in replacing four damaged garden beds, creating plant 
starts, planting the summer crop, improving the soil quality with compost, laying landscape paper and mulch to 
provide weed control, building a fence to prevent pests from entering the garden, designing and painting four 
benches, and creating stepping stone mosaics to add beauty to the garden.  
 

 Rebuilding Together Dayton, Dayton– Over 100 youth and community volunteers will revitalize St. Benedict 
School’s outdoor space, which currently lacks a proper playground.  Volunteers will install planters, which will 
provide opportunities for the students to interact and learn about fresh fruits and vegetables.  Additionally, 
volunteers will install new equipment in the school’s playground area, ensuring that the students have a safe, 
enjoyable space to play. 
 

 Daybreak of Fostoria, Inc., Fostoria– 20 students from two local high schools will join 20 senior citizen residents 
of Daybreak of Fostoria in a day of volunteer service.  Students and seniors will plant perennial flowers, herbs, 
and vegetables in the facility’s community garden.   
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 McArthur Village Park Board, McArthur– Over 200 youth in Vinton County will beautify Wyman Park, the heart 
of McArthur’s community activities.  Volunteers will paint the bridge and shelter house, create a mural for 
inspired play, plant a new tree for shade, and pull weeds around the playground equipment.   
 

 Big Walnut Middle School, Sunbury– Over 600 students will participate in the first annual Big Walnut Service 
Day.  Students will be divided into service teams and bussed to local nonprofits where they will provide tutoring 
services, clean up local parks, sing in nursing homes, distribute food at a food bank, and much more! 

 

“Involved youth do so much to make our communities stronger,” said William Hall, Executive Director of ServeOhio, 
Ohio’s Governor-appointed commission on service and volunteerism.  “Research demonstrates that youth volunteers 
become civically engaged adults. This is an investment in Ohio’s future.”  

 

Now in its 28th year, Global Youth Service Day recognizes the positive impact that young people have on their 
communities 365 days a year. GYSD is celebrated in more than 100 countries with youth-led service projects.  

 

### 

ServeOhio is Ohio’s Governor-appointed Commission on Service and Volunteerism.  Their mission is to strengthen Ohio 
communities through AmeriCorps service and volunteer engagement by supporting and funding programs and initiatives 
that engage thousands of Ohioans of all ages.  Interested participants may learn more about ServeOhio at 
www.serveohio.org or visit them on Facebook and Twitter.  
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