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On MLK Day, Ohioans Use ServeOhio Grants to Advance Economic Opportunities 
Grants support seven local community service projects and nearly 1,000 volunteers throughout Ohio 

 

Columbus, OH –ServeOhio, the Governor-appointed commission on service and volunteerism, announces mini-grant 

awards to support seven local Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service projects on January 19, 2015. The grants, made 

possible through their Stewards of Service corporate partners Honda of America MFG., Inc. and AEP Ohio, honor Dr. 

King’s legacy by increasing economic opportunities through service and volunteer activities. Service projects will 

take place in Columbus, Granville, Jackson, North Canton, Portsmouth, Sidney, and Toledo. 

 

Each project commits to bringing volunteers together to create or improve community assets or infrastructure, and 

supports local community engagement that advances economic opportunity. The various projects include 

collaborative partnerships among businesses and nonprofits. Finally, they all include an education component to create 

long-term, sustainable change on issues and people.    

 

“As the need for service continues to grow, we honor Dr. King by supporting local organizations that give back and 

make a real impact on our communities,” said William Hall, ServeOhio Executive Director. “Ohio volunteers will use 

the power of service to strengthen economic security and make a difference in our local communities.” 

 

ServeOhio awards these grants with support from their 2014-2015 Stewards of Service corporate partners Honda of 

America MFG., Inc. and AEP Ohio. Each grant totals between $700 and $1,000.  

 

The 2015 MLK Day mini-grant recipients: 

 

James Preston Poindexter Foundation, Columbus – The goal of this project is to create an appreciation for the lifestyle 

and material culture of the African-American community in historic Poindexter Village in Central Ohio.  The project will 

utilize Columbus Metropolitan Library documents and photos of the lives of African-Americans in Columbus to engage 

60 area youth in an awareness of, and appreciation for, their local history. Youth who are identified will be exposed to 

the collection, trained in oral history techniques, and guided to appropriate people for interviews to supplement the 

existing documents. Each youth will be responsible for 3 interviews on one day and a minimum of 180 interviews will be 

deposited with the Columbus Public Library at the conclusion of the grant.   

 

Denison University, Granville– Denison students will celebrate MLK Day by participating in “Challenges of the 

Residential Quads.” Each quad will learn about the teachings of Dr. King and participate in service projects that impact 

hunger, homelessness, animal welfare, and education in their local community.   Students will make bag lunches and 



blankets for local shelters, cook dog biscuits and tie flannel blankets for the local Humane Society, and assemble snack 

bags for local after school programs.    

 

Jackson Area YMCA, Jackson – To help children in Jackson who do not have a warm blanket or pillow of their own, 30 

youth from three teen leadership groups will come together on MLK Day to make fleece tie blankets and fleece pillows.  

These blankets and pillows will be distributed to children in need with the help of local schools, food banks, and the area 

homelessness committee.  

 

Walsh University, North Canton – 300 students are teaming up with North Canton Character Counts to help area 

nonprofits complete 10 short-term, labor-intensive projects.  The projects will address several needs in the Stark County 

community including child safety, health and wellness, environmental sustainability, civic engagement, and hunger.   

 

COAD/RSVP of the Ohio Valley, Scioto County, Portsmouth – Students ages 14-18 from CAPE (Center for Alternative 

and Progressive Education) and Scioto County schools will join volunteers from RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program) 

in a day of activities designed to help the students learn life affirming ways to answer Dr. King’s thought provoking 

question, “what are you doing for others?”  Youth and older adult volunteers will put together care kits to deliver to the 

local chapter of the American Red Cross, which will be distributed to local victims of natural disasters.   

 

Sidney-Shelby County Y Child Development Center, Sidney –  Community volunteers will help to restore the Y child 

Development Center by cleaning, painting, and repairing bookcases, storage cabinets, and divider walls.  The updates to 

the space will make the learning environment safer, cleaner, and more inviting for the children served at the center. 

 

United Way of Greater Toledo, Toledo – 200+ volunteers from Bowling Green State University, Faith Way Church, 

United Way, and other community members will come together to prime and paint 14 rooms at Nativity School, an 

abandoned school building in Toledo.  The project will result in the transformation of the building, which will be used to 

host classes for students of The Pickett Academy.  Additionally, United Way of Greater Toledo will host a resource fair at 

the MLK Unity Celebration to recruit volunteers and teach them about getting the most out of volunteering in the 

community. 

 

According to the Volunteering and Civic Life in America report released this month, Ohioans contributed $6.4 

billion of service contributed through 283.2 million hours of service in 2013. Find out more about volunteer 

engagement in Ohio at www.serveohio.org.  

 

### 

 

 

ServeOhio is Ohio’s Governor-appointed Commission on Service and Volunteerism.  Their mission is to strengthen Ohio 

communities through AmeriCorps and volunteer engagement.  Interested participants may learn more about ServeOhio 

at www.serveohio.org or visit them on Facebook and Twitter.   


