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Choices 

tion Commission, for sug-

gesting the title for our news-

letter!  Thank you all for 

volunteering and I look for-

ward to working with you! 

Volunteers lead 

with experience 

Let me begin by introducing 

myself.  I’m Bonnie Howard 

and I have been the RSVP 

Director for Crawford and 

Marion Counties since De-

cember 14, 2007 and recently 

began offering the RSVP 

program to volunteers in 

Morrow County.  I have met 

many volunteers and volun-

teer coordinators since I be-

gan six months ago, but there 

are many more people to 

meet.   I feel fortunate to be 

able to work among so many 

generous people who give of 

their time and talents to en-

rich the lives of others.  I 

want to increase the aware-

ness of volunteerism and  

RSVP.  This first quarterly 

newsletter is one of the ways 

I hope to reach many volun-

teers and potential volun-

teers. Its purpose is also to 

connect with all volunteers 

and those who utilize volun-

teers to share useful informa-

tion that will enhance the 

volunteer experience.  The 

newsletter’s title 

“CHOICES” reflects the 

concept that life is all about 

choices and what we choose 

to do in life to make a differ-

ence.  Volunteers choose to 

help others and make a dif-

ference, not only for the per-

son they help, but for the 

community they serve.  That 

is an excellent example for 

all to follow.  Thanks to Rose 

Cook, who works at Ohio 

Heartland Community Ac-

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR 

WHO ARE WE and WHERE ARE WE? 

 The Retired and Senior Vol-

unteer Program (RSVP) pro-

vides opportunities for peo-

ple to volunteer, using their 

experiences to benefit our 

community.  RSVP is Amer-

ica’s largest volunteer net-

work for people age 55 and 

over.  It is a part of Senior 

Corps and is administered by 

the Corporation for National 

and Community Service. 

Your local program covers 

Crawford, Marion and Mor-

row counties and is located at 

372 E. Center St. in Marion, 

Ohio.   This is the location of 

Ohio Heartland Community 

Action Commission and this 

agency is our sponsor.  

Your RSVP staff consists of 

Bonnie Howard, RSVP Di-

rector, and Anita Ogle, Vol-

unteer Coordinator.  We can 

be reached at 740-387-1039, 

ext. 119, or 877-241-3427, 

ext. 119.  Our office hours 

are 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

Monday through Friday.  
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In order to show the huge impact that 

volunteers have on the communities 

and people they serve, RSVP’s job is 

to identify current volunteers and 

locations using volunteers, as well as 

assist locations recruit new volun-

teers to serve and tackle tough issues 

throughout the community.  To do 

this, RSVP collects data and reports 

on how many volunteers, how many 

volunteer hours and how many loca-

tions utilize volunteers in those com-

munities.   

That is why it is so important to track 

your hours and turn them in at the 

end of each month to your volunteer 

coordinator.  Those time sheets are 

then sent to RSVP and recorded so 

that accurate statistics can be re-

ported at the state and federal level 

on the important work that volun-

teers do. 

Sometimes the volunteer locations 

record their own volunteer hours as 

well.  This can be confusing and this 

is why it is so important to know 

where, how and why you sign in and 

record your time as a volunteer.   

If you are not sure how to complete a 

time sheet or have questions about 

who to talk to at your volunteer loca-

tion, please call the RSVP office and 

we will help! 

 

 

WHY RECORD YOUR HOURS? 

your volunteer coordinator.  There is 

always a need for helping hands like 

yours.  Or, please encourage them to 

call the RSVP office and we can give 

them a list of locations and job de-

scriptions of volunteer opportunities.  

So please spread the word!! 

There are so many people out there 

who have thought about volunteer-

ing, but just don’t know where to 

start.  You can help your community 

in another way by spreading the 

word about your positive experience 

as a volunteer.  If you know someone 

who has a desire to help others, en-

courage them to come with you to 

your volunteer location to talk with 

 

I make a  

Difference. 

I’m a  

Volunteer! 

Beginning with next quarter’s news-

letter (October 2008), you will find 

information in this section about 

special events or upcoming activities 

of interest to you.  For example, our 

RSVP office is making plans to host 

a Volunteer Fair in each of the three 

counties.  The first one is in the 

works and will be held at the Salva-

tion Army in Marion.  The October 

newsletter will have details.  Also, 

there will be a scheduled block of 

time each month that will allow any-

one interested in volunteering to 

meet with the RSVP Director to an-

swer questions and to receive infor-

mation on volunteer opportunities.  

The meeting location and time will 

be announced and will rotate be-

tween Bucyrus, Galion, Marion and 

Mt. Gilead. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

 

DON’T 

COUNT 

YOUR DAYS, 

MAKE YOUR 

DAYS 

COUNT. 

SPREAD THE WORD!! 

       MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
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Q.  Can I still be working and be a 

volunteer with RSVP? 

A.  Absolutely!  The wonderful thing 

about volunteering is that you pick 

when, where, and how often you 

want to volunteer. 

Q.  Can I live outside of your three 

counties and still enroll in RSVP?                                                                      

This section will address some fre-

quently asked questions about RSVP 

and volunteering in general.  Here is 

an example of how it will look: 

Q.  Are there any eligibility require-

ments to be in RSVP? 

A.  To be eligible to enroll in RSVP, 

a person must be 55 years or older.          

A.  Yes! If you volunteer in Craw-

ford, Marion, or Morrow County, 

you can enroll in RSVP and count 

those volunteer hours.  

 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

list would be called if a location needs 

help.  If the volunteer is available and 

wants to volunteer, they can.  If the 

volunteer opportunity doesn’t fit in 

with the volunteer’s schedule, RSVP 

simply calls the next person on the list.  

In this way, volunteer locations get the 

help they need when they need it most 

and the volunteer has the flexibility to 

say yes or no.  Everyone wins! 

 

 

 

Living in a selfless light: 

“The more you learn to focus 

on blessing others, the more 

freely the blessings will flow 

in your life.” 

- Thomas Kinkade 

We are living in such a busy world.  

Volunteering is so rewarding, but of-

ten one worries if there is enough time 

to fit it in.  The beauty of volunteering 

is its flexibility.  RSVP connects with 

many locations that would be very 

happy to have a helping hand for just 

one special event or project.  If you or 

someone you know might want to be 

“on call” to volunteer occasionally and 

not be committed to one location, 

please call the RSVP office and we will 

put you on the list.  Volunteers on this 

ON CALL….TRY IT!! 

RSVP is a national volunteer program, 

so volunteers help out in communities 

all over the United States.  Your local 

RSVP covers three counties Crawford, 

Marion and Morrow.  We presently 

have 68 locations that utilize volun-

teers who are in RSVP.  This section 

will highlight the volunteer needs of 

those locations.  For this newsletter, 

we will begin by listing the various 

categories that one can choose from 

when considering a volunteer oppor-

tunity.  This includes delivering meals 

to homebound seniors, mentoring 

children, working at bloodmobiles and 

crisis intervention hotlines, assisting 

with cultural events at theatres and 

museums, and helping at hospitals, 

assisted living facilities, nursing 

homes, senior centers, food pantries, 

humane society, dog park, and TV/

radio stations.  Since it will be impos-

sible to list all the locations at once, 

beginning with the October newsletter 

we will highlight a category (job de-

scription) for a volunteer opportunity 

and list what’s available in each 

county.    

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 



Phone:740-387-1039  Ext. 119 

Fax: 740-387-8006 

E-mail: bonnie.2777@ohcac.org 

RSVP STRIVES TO: 

¶ Develop a variety of community service oppor-

tunities for older people willing to share their 

experience, abilities and skills for the better-

ment of their community and themselves. 

¶ Partner with agencies and organizations in-

volved in the fields of aging and volunteerism. 

¶ Support all agencies and organizations who 

utilize volunteers through assisting in any way 

to promote and connect volunteers where 

needed.  

¶ Develop local support to supplement available 

Federal resources and ensure program expendi-

tures are incurred effectively. 
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work you do in our communities.  It 

is our hope that by reaching as many 

people as possible about the rewards 

of volunteering, we can lessen that 

volunteer shortage. 

Thanks to all of you, our communi-

ties are strengthened and critical 

needs are met.  We look forward to 

reaching out to all of you each quar-

ter with this newsletter and in person 

as we visit the volunteer locations! 

 

 

 

We hope that this newsletter has 

been interesting and helpful to you.  

We welcome comments and sugges-

tions as we develop and improve its 

content.  Volunteer opportunities far 

outnumber volunteers, so please 

know how much all of you are appre-

ciated every day for the generous  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

We want to hear from you.  

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

RSVP 

372 E. Center St. 

P.O. Box 779 

Marion, Ohio  43301-0779 


