2008 STAR AWARDS


The Ohio Community Service Council’s STAR Award, established in 2006, honors individuals, groups and/or organizations whose efforts have impacted volunteerism and service across Ohio. 

Our first 2008 STAR Award is presented to: The Ohio Humanities Council.  For the past several years, the Humanities Council has partnered with the Ohio Community Service Council to bring the humanities – and more specifically civic dialogue and civic reflection – to the national service community.  This process has enriched the service experience for hundreds of Ohio AmeriCorps members allowing them to develop new and deeper understandings of their service activities, their communities, and each other.  

Working in cooperation with the Project on Civic Reflection, the Ohio Humanities Council constructed a civic reflection curriculum entitled Justice Talking:  The Meaning of Service.  This comprehensive manual addresses all components of civic dialogue, providing the necessary tools for effective facilitation and skill building.  

The Ohio Community Service Council has never launched a member development component that has been as well received as Justice Talking.  In PY 2007-2008, the program was expanded beyond its original pilot stage based on member comments such as the following: 

“Justice Talking has reinforced the importance of continuing service even after my year of AmeriCorps is over.” 

“Justice Talking has allowed deeper exploration of the situations of those I am serving, giving me perspective about how to most effectively serve them.”

The work of the Ohio Humanities Council represents a true organizational commitment to strengthening Ohio communities by providing Ohio AmeriCorps members with an enriched service experience that has benefited them individually and our state collectively.




Our second STAR Award for 2008 goes to a gentleman we often refer to as - volunteer extraordinaire!  From Medina, Alan Penn has served on countless state-level and local boards and advisory committees. 

His long and distinguished service with two state-level organizations exemplifies his efforts as a STAR Award winner.  As a life member of Kiwanis with over 31 years of service – he has served at the local, division, district (state) and international level.  Alan also served as Governor of the Ohio District in 1999 and 2000.   He was instrumental in connecting the Ohio District of Kiwanis with Make A Difference Day Ohio as a way to increase the visibility and impact of Kiwanis, MDDO and volunteerism in general. 

Alan became the representative of the Ohio District of Kiwanis on the Council and has served with distinction for the past six years.  In December 2007 Alan completed his second term as Chair of OCSC.  Under his leadership, the Star Award was created and the Volunteer License Plate was initiated as ways of recognizing and promoting the importance of service and volunteerism.  


As a result of Alan’s leadership and involvement, both Kiwanis and OCSC have broadened their scope of activities to include unique new efforts to engage more Ohioans in volunteering increase the visibility of volunteer efforts and recognize the important contributions that volunteers make to our state. 

